

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1 October 2013, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

J Dobie

P Hedley
N Hogarth

A. Innes 

T Johnstone
C Parker
 A. Stewart.

A. Wallace (Chair)


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present explaining that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
There were no questions raised.
CO0083/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors D Armstrong and. D Graham.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.

CO084/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd September and the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on 24th September are signed as a correct record.

CO084/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Stewart referred to minute CO067/13 and requested what progress had been made at the Gap Site. The Clerk advised that all the street furniture was in NCC’s Stakeford Depot but there had been no activity for about 4 weeks. A number of requests for a meeting with NCC (to progress the project) had been made but a response was still awaited. Councillor Stewart suggested a letter of complaint should be sent to NCC regarding the unacceptable delays and lack of response.
In connection with the same minute, the Chair requested progress in respect of the restoration works for Cambois War Memorial. The Clerk advised that listed building consent had been applied for and a response had been received from NCC requesting additional information which was now ready to go off. 
RESOLVED

That matters arising are noted. 
CO085/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
There were no disclosures of interests or requests for dispensation.
CO086/13
5. POLICE REPORT

There was no police report.
CO087/13
6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Council considered the schedule of correspondence received up to 19 September 2013. The Clerk provided additional information on several items of correspondence. He advised the following:
Item 465
A quote had been received to replace the “Rollup” item of equipment in Jennings Field for the sum of £4,450. The Clerk advised that there was insufficient funds available to carry out this work.

Item 467
This letter related to items that were not the Parish’s responsibility and the sender had been referred to NCC.

Item 469 / 473. These were letters from Cambois Community Association and North Blyth Residents Association relating to a range of issues most of which were the responsibility of NCC. These were due to be considered by the Allotments & Environment Working Group but as there had been delays in holding the meeting he intended writing letters acknowledging receipt of their letters.
Item 474
This related to the Air Ambulances 2014/15 appeal

Item 475
There were no bus services affected by the Tyne & Wear integrated transport plan.

RESOLVED

(1) That the actions taken and proposed by the Clerk are noted.
CO088/13
7.  CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant events since the last meeting, on action taken from the minutes of the previous meeting and correspondence received. He advised of the following;

· The Christmas switch on date was Friday 29 November at 3.00pm at Sleekburn house
· He was awaiting an installation date for the CCTV camera at St Andrews Church overlooking Cambois Allotments.
· The Council’s web site upgrade was now up and running.

· The notice board at the roundabout at Cambois had been damaged and was in need of being reset in concrete

· NCC’s consultation for their Local Plan Core Strategy in connection with Housing, Employment and Green Belts was to take place between Thursday 31 October 2013 and Thursday 2nd January 2014. Consultation was to take place at Bedlington Community Centre on Tuesday 10 December.   
RESOLVED

That the Clerks report is noted.

CO089
/13
8. INVOICES & PAYMENT VOUCHERS
The Council considered a schedule of expenditure for payment as set out below;
	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V78
	Mr G Finn - IT 
	495.58

	V78
	Mr G Finn - IT 
	176.04

	V79
	Martys Service Centre
	45.00

	V78
	British Gas
	58.65

	V80
	Hartford Catering
	52.50

	V81
	M Doherty - painter
	60.00

	V82
	Bedlington Town FC U11 Cobras Football Team
	50.00

	V83
	Bedlington Town U9's AC
	50.00

	V84
	Central Palz
	25.00

	DD
	BT
	70.92

	V85
	Clerks Expenses
	155.07

	V86
	Andrew Thornton
	112.50

	V87
	Parish Council. Net
	550.00

	V88
	Broxap 
	2854.74

	V89
	ThruyorDoor
	202.13

	V90
	Alpha Rail - Gap Site
	520.15

	V91
	Wansbeck CVS
	180.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	25.78

	V92
	Graeme Finn
	300.00

	V93
	Graeme Finn
	60.00

	V94
	NCC - Payroll - September
	3346.02


RESOLVED

That the expenditure schedule be approved.

CO090/13
9. INCOME

The Council was advised of the receipt £43,289.00 representing the 2nd half year precept.

Resolved

That the income received is noted.

CO091/13
10. FINANCIAL POSITION

The Clerk reported a cleared balance at 26th September 2013 of £121,239.34.
RESOLVED

That the financial position is noted.
CO092/13
11. BANK RECONCILIATION

The Council considered the bank reconciliation up to 31st August 2013 as attached at Appendix C. 

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation is approved.

CO093/13
12.  BUDGET REPORT
Members considered a budget monitoring report that had been prepared by the Clerk. He advised that the Council was still predicted to be within its budget having some £7,000 in contingencies. However, it would be unwise to commit to significant additional expenditure until the final cost of the Gap Site was known.
RESOLVED.
(1) That the budget monitoring report is noted.
CO094/13
13. APPROVAL OF THE ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2013

The Clerk advised that the Annual Audit of accounts had been completed and an unqualified opinion had been given. The audit had not identified any matters that needed to be brought to the attention of the Council. 
RESOLVED

That the external auditor’s certificate and opinion are received.
CO095/13
14. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS
The Council considered as small grant application from the Barnesbury Cycling Club.
RESOLVED.
(1)That a donation of £50.00 be awarded.
CO096/13
15. MATTERS FOR DECISION
Members considered the following;
15.1
Nomination for representation on NALC for the next 3 years
15.2
Attendance at service of the Church of the Holy Family of Nazareth - 6th October 
RESOLVED.
(1) That Councillor Alex Wallace be nominated to represent the Parish on NALC.

(2) That Councillor Nichola Hogarth represent the Parish at the Church service on 6th October.
CO097/13
16. WORKING GROUPS
It was noted that the minutes of the Finance & General purposes working group would be available at the November meeting.
CO98/13
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The chair advised that he would not be able to attend the Remembrance Day services and requested the Vice Chair to officiate in his absence.
RESOLVED
That the Vice Chair attends the Bedlington and Cambois ceremonies on Sunday 10th November.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be Tuesday 5th November 2013 commencing at 6:00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
Ch’n initials…
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